The First Sunday
of Advent
St. George’s Episcopal Church
November 27th, 2022

Hymn
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Presider
People

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord..
Thanks be to God.

Leader
All
Leader

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

All

Presider

People

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The first Advent candle is lighted.

Kyrie
Presider
All
Presider

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

The Collect of the Day
Presider
People
Presider

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

All

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The First Reading
Isaiah 2:1-5
Reader

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm
Psalm 122
All

I was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of God.”
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Holy One, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of God.
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
For my kindred and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Holy One our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”

The Second Reading
Romans 13:11-14
Reader

All

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel
Matthew 24:36-44
Please stand.

Deacon
All

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one
will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

All

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon
The Nicene Creed
Please stand.
All

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers
Reader

Let us pray, knowing that the night is far gone, and the day is near. In the silence
after each bidding to pray, please offer your own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop Thomas;
for this congregation; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of
all people. Pray for justice and peace.
Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in
prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.
Pray that they may find and be found by God.
Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.
Silence

I ask your prayers for the special needs of this congregation.
Silence

I ask your thanksgivings for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence
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Presider

Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants who
now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty;
even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence

All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life.
Amen.

All

The Peace
Presider
People

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Please greet your neighbors with the Peace of Christ.

The Offertory
The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand.
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; because
you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
All

Presider

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
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Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus
Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

All

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and
for ever.
AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider
All

As our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation
When we are unable to receive the bread and wine, we are nonetheless united with Christ by the Holy Spirit
in our heartfelt desire to share in the Eucharist. We invite all those worshiping at home now to say this
prayer:
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and
thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I
await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of
your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces
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The Post Communion Prayer
Please stand.
Presider

Let us pray.

All

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Presider
All
Presider
All
Presider
All
Presider
All

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.
Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.
Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, Source, Christ, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

Hymn
Dismissal
The Deacon dismisses the people, and the people respond
All

Thanks be to God.

The translation of the Psalm comes from The Saint Helena Psalter, © Order of Saint Helena, used by permission.
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Parish Prayer List
Parishioners: Tina Hayes, Charlie Smith, Heidi, Barbara Kautz, Suzanne Thompson, Debby Ehret, Jean
Tucker, John Howe, Sally Woods, Linda Laskey, Julie Steedman, Frank Jillson and Lynn MacKeen, Carol
Hollingsworth, Dick Santoro, Charley Steedman, Peter Blanchard, Marlene Brouker
Friends and Family: Perry Mixter, Eric Lauer, Santoro Family, Jordan, Patrick Driscoll, Jill Lynch, Lee
Koonce, Jill Burke, Gail Collins, Colby Durand, Gigi Edwards, Henry Flinkstrom, Annette Franzo, Joanie and
Kara, Lynn Jacobs, Cathy Little, Caroline and Herb Lynn, Beth Nixon, Bob Porter, Fred Reisz, Darcy Rice and
family, Rich, Kathy, Faith, Alyssa, and Hope Ritch, Stephan, John and Virginia Treganowan, Barbara Toscano,
Cynthia Donahue, Thomas Gambrill Alden and his family, Everett Butcher, Margery, JoAnn Eves, Erika
Kraft-Crwaford, Isaac and his parents Noelle and Jack, Hans Kuhlman, Jimmy Toscano, Dennis Lawery, Mary
Grace Duffy, Cheryl Flaman, Bill Lavigne, Joseph Tooher; Ben, Sarah and Thomas; Dax, Scott, Joseph Kittel
and the Kittel family, Sienna
In the Armed Forces: Jakob Folley, Jacob Brouker, Colby Gregory, Sarah Eck Gregory, Andrew Macomber,
Shawn McCann, Michael McPhail, Todd MacCallum, Matt Poling, Michael Reagan, Andrew Smith, Ben
Smith, Patrick Taylor
Additional Prayers: The people of Ukraine;
Rest in Peace: Paul Brouker, Jenny Geraneo, Dick Devor, Slavka Gerasimova, Carl Stallings
If you would like to add someone to or offer updates for the parish prayer list, please contact Nancy Daigle at
207-703-9059 or contact the parish office.

Announcements
Advent Wreath-making
This Sunday, 10:30 - 12:00

Advent Book Group
All Creation Waits
by Gayle Boss
Illustrated by David Klein

The days before Christmas are some of our very
busiest, but small things can help us claim space
for gratitude, hope, and expectation - even just
lighting a candle at a meal.

This Advent, join our Wednesday Book Group for
All Creation Waits. This is a beautifully illustrated
series of daily meditations on how creatures meet
the coming of winter — the vole who allows
herself to become thinner all fall and, in her
weakness, hibernates with other creatures for
warmth; the painted turtle who settles into the
mud at the bottom of the pond, “and slows herself
beyond breath, in a place where breath is not
possible.” These are opportunities to reflect on
how we, like them, are creatures who live in
seasons, and are invited by Christ to rest in hope
and longing.

On Sunday, November 27th from 10:30am until
12:00pm, all are invited to come make Advent
Wreaths for our homes at St. George’s. This is a
great craft for kids, and a wonderful way to carry
light in as the days get shorter.
St. George’s will provide plenty of greenery to
work with, as well as candles, wreath bases, and hot
cider for everyone! You can help us by bringing
evergreen boughs, pinecones, or holly if you have
greenery to share.

All are welcome to join in the conversation each
week via Zoom at 9:00am. Find the link on our
St. George’s website homepage.

Meditations During Pandemic
You can spend prayerful time this week with new
writing and photography, and find all our past
offerings on the Meditations blog, by following
this link:
https://stgeorgesyorkharbor.org/reflection
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Simple Eucharist & Healing Prayer
Thursdays at 10:00am

Knitting Circle
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00pm

A simple service with a conversational reflection
on the Scripture of the day and prayers for
healing.

Bring your knitting, crocheting and needlework
for some time spent together. If you have
unfinished projects, have always wanted to start
knitting or would enjoy some conversation, the
days are getting shorter, and wool feels great on a
cool evening.

This service alternates between gathering
in-person and online: in-person on 2nd and 4th
Thursdays, online via Zoom on 1st, 3rd and 5th
Thursdays of the month. Join via the link on our
website homepage
www.stgeorgesyorkharbor.org.

This is a space for the whole community!

Coming up….
12/1 online
12/8 in person

This Week
Monday 11/28

Compline / 8:30pm online

Tuesday 11/29

Rug Hookers / 9:00am
Compline / 8:30pm online

Wednesday 11/30

Book Group / 9:00am online
Advent Prayers / 5:30pm
Knitting Circle / 6:30 - 8:00pm
Compline / 8:30pm online

Thursday 12/1

Healing Prayer / 10:00am online
Compline / 8:30pm online
Vestry Meeting / 6:30pm

Friday 12/2

Rector’s Drop-in office hours / 8:00-11:00am
Compline / 8:30pm online

Saturday 12/3
Sunday 12/4

Holy Eucharist / 9:00am in-person and online
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Serving in Worship Today
Readers:

Paul Kittel
Gail Marshall

Intercessor:

Bridgit Holzer

Ushers:

Chris & Carla Reveliotty

Chalice Bearers:

Bridgit Holzer
Maureen Pinkerman

St. George’s Parish Vestry

Parish Office

Julie Littlefield - Sr. Warden
Charlie Bergeron - Jr. Warden
Peggi Gregory - Treasurer
Karen Cashen
Kate Ford
Karen Gilroy
Jeff Hart
Linda Huls
Lucy Kilgore
Paul Kittel
Marianne Lindquist
Robert Palmer
Maureen Pinkerman
Bill Yorston

(207) 363-7376 /
office@stgeorgesyorkharbor.org

Deacons
The Rev. Aaron Perkins
aperkins@stgeorgesyorkharbor.org
The Rev. Sudie Blanchard
sblanchard@stgeorgesyorkharbor.org

Minister of Music
Dr. Ivan Stefanov
istefanov@stgeorgesyorkharbor.org

Rector
The Rev. Ryan Mails
(207) 363-6886 /
ryanfmails@stgeorgesyorkharbor.org
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